All reagents and solvents were purchased from commercial sources (Sigma-Aldrich, Acros, Alfa, Aesar) and were used as received. NMR spectra were recorded on a Varian (300 MHz) or Bruker (400 MHz) spectrometers. 1 H NMR chemical shifts are reported in ppm (δ) downfield from residual CDCl 3 .
Table S1 Quantum yields of dyes 1, 2 and 3 in the presence and absence of BSA……….. 7 
Synthesis and characterization of BODIPY and click-BODIPY dyes
BODIPY dyes 1, 2 and 3 were prepared according to Scheme S1. Scheme S1. Synthesis of BODIPY and click-BODIPY dyes Dyes 1 and 3 were prepared according to literature procedures. 2, 3 Dye 2 was synthesized according to a modified literature procedure 4 as follows: a screw-cap vial that was subsequently charged with a stirring bar, DMSO (1.7 ml), alkyne-BODIPY A (52.4 mg, 0.129 mmol), L-proline (3.0 mg, 0.026 mmol), NaN 3 (10.1 mg, 0.156 mmol), Na 2 CO 3 (2.8 mg, 0.026 mmol), sodium ascorbate (2.6 mg, 0.013mmol). Next, water (0.17 ml) and MeI (8.0 µl, 0.129 mmol) were added via syringe, followed by CuSO 4 •5H 2 O (1.6 mg, 0.0065 mmol). The flask was capped, parafilmed, wrapped in aluminum foil and placed in a 70 o C oil bath under vigorous stirring overnight. Subsequently, the reaction mixture was diluted with CH 2 Cl 2 (20 ml) and extracted with water (2 x 10 ml), brine (10 ml), dilute NH 4 OH (10 ml) and water (10 ml). The organic layer was dried over MgSO 4 , and volatiles removed in vacuo. The residue was subjected to silica gel chromatography using EtOAc/hexane (1/1) followed by CH 2 Cl 2 as the eluent to give the dye 2 (12.1 mg; 20 % yield) as a dark red solid. 1 
